fainutes of the Meating on tha Right of Children to Free and Compulsory
Education Act, 2009 held on 14" August, 2010

The Ministry of Human Resource Development convened a meeting on
14" August 2010 with cross section of stakeholders, comprising educationists
and academics, principals of schools, as well as representatives of dwvil society
organizations and non govemment organizations to eficit suggestions on the
implementation of the provisions of the Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2008, A list of parficipants (s attached at

Annexure 1

Smt D Purandeswari, Minister of State for Human Resource
Development extended a3 warm welcome to the participants, and stated that the
RTE Act was a historic legislation, giving children in the 6-14 age group the aight
to free and compulsory education. The RTE Act is a consequential legisiation to
Articie 21A of the Constitution, and would enable all chiidren, espegially children
belonging to disadvantaged groups and weaker sections to acoess and complete
slemantary education of good quality This consultation was crpanised with 2
view 1o dispelling doubts and apprehensions aboul s implementaton. She
stated that #t je indsed important for all stakeholders to come fogether to ensure
ssucalion of sgultabie guality for chiidren from dsadvaniaged proups anc
weaker sections. She stated that india is committed to the global goal of
Sducation for All Indie's commitment was reaffirmed in the Jomnan (1880) and
Dakar 12000! Conference Ingie's ability 1o use knowledge will. uftimately. decide
s posiion i the comity of nations The RTE Act casts @ responsibility on the
Central Sovernment. Siate Govemmants and local authonties to provide free anc
sompulsary slementary aducation jo all chilgren in an inclusive and chilg-frandly
schoal environmant To accompiish the objectives of the Act. the participation
and contrioution of all stakeholders including aided and unaided schoois anc the

jocal community 16 crmcal

Shri Kapil Sical, Minister of Human Resource Deveiopment also
welcomed the participants. and stated that the purpose of the meeting was 1o
elicit views/opinion of all the stakeholders on certain spectfic issues relating 1o
ﬁumwmdmeﬂﬁm-wﬂnﬂwﬂﬂum;hﬂunmmy
sducational institutions, screening procedure for admisson in schools, proof of
residance for school admission, and recognition of schools under the Act. With
this. Minister of Human Resource Development took up the issues for discussion:



Sh. Neil O'Brien, Chairman, Chairman, Council for the Indian School
Certificate Examination, stated that the RTE Act i= a very welcome step
furward, but needed certain clanfications. He sialed that the word 'minornty’ is not
mentioned anywhere in the Act, and expressed concam on the applicabiity of the
provisions of sections 21 and 22 of the Act to Minority schools. He stated that
Minority schools should be exempted from the provisions of sections 21 and 22

Dr. Kancha llliah, Osmania University, staled that the RTE Act may raise
doubts regarding the functioning of Madarsas, and suggested that the Ministry
of HRD may over a period of time work towards providing them a recognized
cumiculum and syliabus along with religious education.

Shri Inamdar suggested that aided minority schools should be kept outside the
ambit of section 21 and 22 of the RTE Act.

Ms. Ameeta Mulla Wattal, Principal, Springdales School, Pusa Road staiad
that the fundamental ssue was quaifty of public education, privats aducation is
available even for the minority community

Dr Kbusaish Sharifi, Member-Secratary, Sachar Commitiee statad that
paopie wan! aducaton of thelr chowce for thair chilgran, and referrad 1o he

growing aspwations of peopie for education in private schools He further siated
that according tc the Sachar Commities Report less than 3% Mushm chiidren po
fc Madarsas In Keraiz chiloran attend Madarsas as also reguiar schools In
oiher Stawes [ike JP and Sihar, however chidran aftang only Madarsas He
sugpesiec that Gol snould recognise Madarsas as regular schools, and craate
an aquivalence level. which takes info account culture and language iIssues. He
statad tha! 99%: Muslim chiidren are going o regular schools, and their education
i€ not @ prodlem, therafore Madarsas which cater 1o & vary small percentage of
children should not be viewed as a probiam.

Prof. Furgan Qamar, Vice Chancellor, Central University, Himachal
Pradesh, stated that people are happy about the intent and objectives of the
RTE Act The number af children in Madarsas is not very large, but these should
not be seen as children whoe are not attending school, and parents sending
children to Madarsas should not be perceived as not performing thelr duty
stipulated in sachon 10 of the RTE Act He aiso sugpested a system of
equivalence betwaen the curmicula in Madarsas with that provided under section



29 of the Aot He suggested that thare should be a separate Board, on the lines
of ICSE Board With regard to recognition of schools, he stated that a large
number of schools run by Minority Institutions may not mee! the norms and
standards specified In the Schedule of the RTE Act, and therefore there are
apprehensions about the recogniion process He also slaled that bringing
Musiims info mainstream institutions s very important, and suggested that
‘neighborhood’ school should be seen from (he viewpoinl of the minority
community. and schools should be set up in predominantly Minority areas.

Minister of Human Resource Development clarified that:

(a) The Govermnment has introduced a Bill in the Parfiament to amend the RTE

Act in which & has been proposed that the SMC constituted u/s 21 in
respact of aided minorty institutions would function in an advisory
‘capacity, and that the SMCs of such schools would not be required to

prepare a School Deveiopment Plan ws 22 of the Act;

(b) Madarsas impart religious education. Thera is no intention of interfening in
this procese of religious instruction.

(c) A farge numbar of children go to other schools — minomty or otherwise,
these sahools must conform 10 the norms and siandards specified in the
RTE Act The Act provides s 3-ysar window for mstitutions 1o conform 1o
the narme and standards and & S-year window to ansure that all teachers
scquirs the prescribed minimum gqualifications

Sh. Pramod Mahajan, Secretary, DAV Trust sought clarification as to whather
the ‘'no screening’ clause is applicable only to the 25% children from
disadvantaged groups and weaker sections, or aiso 1o the remaining 75% The
Minister of Human Resource Development clanfied that the prowsions of saction
13 (1) of the RTE Act is applicable for all admissions  Shri Mahajan stated that in
such a situation the schools would not be able to extend admission to children of
thelr teaching and non teaching staff, alumni, elc He stated that random

salection will not work.
Ms Ameeta Mulla Wittal stated that private schools in Deihl were following the

admission procedure in accordance with the directions of the Deihi High Court. In
respact of admissions under EWS quota. the schools were following the lottery



system for EWS. In respect of general students, she stated that 2 point systam is
being followed, under which points are allotted to each applicant on basis of pre-
determined norms, encompassing neighborhood, alumni, sibling, gin child, child
of single parent elc She staled thal extending the lottery system for all
admissions may become administratively infeasible She stated that the present
admission system was open and transparent, and should be aliowed to continue

Shri Ashok Pratap Singh, Chairman, Modern School. stated that sshools vary
in tarms of their philcsophy and objectives The concept of screening has to seen
from the viewpaint of their philosophy. In Modern School, he stated, an effort is
made to ensure that there is no discrimination. He stated that ‘screening’ per se
is not bad, and that random selection is not feasibie. He added screening is a
m,m-nmmwmm.mmmmmw
institution. He further clarified that Modern School lays down a criteria of 20%
admission for children of alumni, 20% for siblings, as also weightages for gender,

neighbourhood proximity, efc.

Sister Cyril, Principal, Loreto School, Kolkata stated that for 30% Lorets,
Hokatia has taken children on the basis of 2 lottary system. and 50% chiidren
beiong fo disadvantaged groups and weaker sactions. In 30 vears, she stated,
there hes not beer a singls failure She stated it is mportant 2 admit children
from disadvantaped groups and weakear sections Loreto School nas 2 status of @
minority institution, with a quota for Catholiz cnildren. but the number of Minoriry
instiufions far exceeds the number of minority childran in the country She stated
that screening shoukd be prohibited a1 all levels of education. She added that
Schools that cater o only chiidren from wall of backgrounds dgesarve only 10
percan| credit for the success of their pupiis. On the other hand, schools cataring
to chiidren from disadvantaged backgrounds deserve 90 percent credit for the
success of thair pupils as they recaive intie heip at home

Minister of Human Resource Development explained that the objective of the
provisions of secton 13(1) & to ensure that adrmession procedure is non-

gisoriminatory and transparent and to disaliow schoois from profiling children and
their parents on the basis of abllity Admission tests and interviews are generally
& tool for eliminating chiidren

Ms. Manju Bharat Ram, Chairperson, Shri Ram Schools stated that in Deihi,
the schools while following the High Court arder have laid out a procedure which

is transparent and rational and that shouid be allowad to continue She stated



that the critana followed fakes into account the needs of single parent, special
naweds children, area and neighbourheod, ele.

Ms. Shyama Chona, former Principal, DPS, RK Puram mentioned that in Delhi
NCT, every schools is required to prepare a 100 point formula, In accordance
with the recommendations of the Ganguly Committes, and approval of the
Directorate of Education, Government of Delhi. She was of the view that this
system should be allowed fo continue, as It is rational and transparent

Prof. Krishna Kumar, CIE, University of Delhi drew attention to the spirit of
RTEA::.MMmmwmymmmucmnua
fundamental right for all children in the country. He said that laws evolve when
they begin to be implemented. The RTE Act should be allowed to function for a
couple of years, before decisions are taken to change Hts provisions. Screening,
which prowides for selection of ‘good’ children on parameters, which are rarely
acknowledged in the school prospectuses, is a social Darwinist philosophy. In
academic circies there has been a long struggle against this philosophy He
stated that the very thought that ‘some’ schools ‘deserve’ children who are
percaived to be more abie than others is flawed. The RTE law gives us an
opportunity o ensure that schools, principals and teachers reflect on the
‘homogenety’ of thair clientele He referred to Jerome Bruner and Montessor!
and statad that school principals anc tsacheres mus! understand that classroom
processes become nicher if the class has children from varying backgrounds and
apiiies. 1t s an academically astabished pont tha! heterogenelly in the
ciassroom leads to greater creativity Every chiid has enormous potental, Ha
further stated that many prvaite schools are providing good service. but thess are
scarce, and few and far between ‘Scarcity’ has consequently got associated with
‘quality and the average parent has begun to fesl tha! the more difficult it & to
g&! admission the greater the quality of that school He amphasized the nead for
maoving towards composite classrooms with students from diverse backgrounds
ratner than homogenous and sxciusivist schools, and argued that heteroganeous
ciagssrooms are the greatest chalienge for the teacher as they heip in craating
befier isarning environment. Screening to assass a child's intelligence’ should be
prohibited. The iddea of ‘categonies’ and the admission of children in accordance
with predetermined categories through random selection may be explored
further,

Prof. Marmar Mukhopadhyay. former Director, NUEPA stated that the issue of
sareening s altogether an urban centric issue and deais with a very small
percentage of children studying in schools across the country He stated that

-



Kendrya Vidyalays have no admission tests and still Ihey are doing so weil
Other schools could follow the same. Screening, especially on the basis of caste
should be stopped He suggested that the RTE Act should not be amended for

the next 2 - 3 years

Shri Steven De Coata, Principal Frank Anthony Schoal said that his school is
accredited to ICSE and is committed ensuring that siblings get admission. Under
mmmmmnmmmnmm-mmgm.zs%
admission to children from the neighbourhood. He also mentioned that there
mmamnmmwmwmmmudmnhmmmm

ever its existing free-ship seats

m.mmmmmnm-mdwmmh
WHMMMWMMMM'ﬁrw.
schools in tribal areas, catering largely to tribal populations, should continue to

Gater to such chiidren.

Prof Anita Rampal, Faculty of Education, University of Delhi stated that
categories should be rationa! and non-discrimmatory, and should not ba on the
basis of educational qualification of parents. Based on such pre-determined
nome. agmission should be hrough randomized selection within the categonies

ant shoulc be made under & ransparent prossdure

Shri Veeraghavan President Sharat Vidys Bhawan statac that provsion for
SWSN should siso be made in admssions

Major General (retd.| Kanwar Singh Malhotrs, Principal Mayo Coliege
pointaa out nat the resioential school takes admissions at classes 4, 5 and 7 and
mmw‘smmmm:mmwmhwﬁm. In
his schooi interviews are heid in order fo assess the cagability and configance of
the child to cope in 2 residental environment. Hence some screening becomes

essantal

Shri Praveen Vashishtha, Lawrence School, Sanawar stated that his school
makes admissions at class § and 7. by which time children have had some

expanence and consequently ‘background’ comes into play. He also ralsed the
issue of admission of children from neighborhood in residential schools.

f



Shri Manoj Singh, Commissioner NVS informed thal NVS, besides being
residential schools, & also mandated to admit talented children through an
entrance test. However, the NVS has been served a notice by the NCPCR for
conducting admission tests which is not in conformity with the provisions of
section 13 (1) of the RTE Act Minister of Human Resource Development
stated that the Ministry woulld be addressing this issue separately.

Conciuding, the Minister of Human Resource Development stated that the
consensus of the House was that each school may farmulate 8 policy under
which admissions are 1o take place The policy must include categorization in
terms of objectives of the school, inciuding provision for positive discrimination
and affirmative action on a rational, reasonable and just basis. This policy should
be placed in the public domain, given wide publicity and explicitly stated in the
school prospectus. There should be no testing and interviews for any child/parent
falling within or outside the categories, and selections would be on a random
basis. He stated that based on this understanding the Mirystry would take further

approprate action
3 Proof of Residence

Sister Cyril, Principal stated that sttes! shildren do not have any resklence and
nence cannot produce any proof of residcence. She aisc staled that thare are Iots
af children migrating from Bihar Jharkhand efc. to Kolkats and it & no! possible
tC obtam proof of residence in these cases in many cases these children stay

anly far g pesindg of sir monine

Minister of Human Resourse Development stateg that f Ration Card ie
available tha! should be accepled as proof of residence. In other casas the
concemed schoo! should decide about in case the Ration Card is not available

Shri G.F. Chopra, Fresident, SAV Coliege Management Committee siatad
mmﬂmamaﬂmnmnmmwamﬁunmmmmhm-fmwpm

of rasigencs

SmrﬂE&ijmMpumAdinduﬂuﬁm:mm
proviced o all chikdren and if thare is any afternoon school it has to function as

an nclusive school conforming to the provisions of the Act Representative from
the Dalhi Gowvt. stated that affidavit by parent regarding address praof may be

reated as proof of resdence.



The Minister of Human Resource Development siated that the Ministry would
issue appropriate guidelines in this regard,

4 Recognition of Schools

Minister of Human Resource Developmaent stated thal he has received
represantations from various private unaided schools expressing apprehansion
regarding the procedure for recognition of schools under the RTE Act. Col. Arun
Daﬁ,FﬂmipuLBnhllscM.KmlmmmwiMhm
MMQMMWWHWEMWMN
mmmmmmmukadhmuﬁﬂtm&mnﬂm.
This viewpoint was also reiterated by Shri Praveen Vashisht Dr Shyama -
Chona stated that the Diractorate of Education, Govt. of NCT of Delhi is now
asking for frash recognition till class VIl

Ms. Manju Bharat Ram stated that even the government schools should be
mmmmmumnmmnasmwm
Government do not adhera to the norms and standards laid down In RTE.
Minister of Human Resource Development clarified that under the STE Act
Al schools, including Governmant schools are required to adhere to the norms

and standarde spectied in the Schedule

Mﬁniﬁﬂmsm&aimammmumﬂmmmmm
the norms and standards specified in the Scheduls However the Ast provides a
< year window (o prowide the infrastruciural faciiifies and & 5 vear window to
provide trained jeachers She axpressed the view thal even i the school has
been running for several years, it would not maan that # adheres to the norms

undar the Act

Minister of Human Resource Development stated that schools which have
been running before the commencement of the Act and have been sariier
grantad recognition by the Stats Govemment must file an affidavit to the effsct
that they are in alignment with the provisions of the Act. Thare should be no nesd
mmmmmwmmmMMMmm'Mrﬂ‘fm
existing schools. Only where it comes to the notice that the schools are not in
digm:ammmenmvhinninfﬂmAﬁmmlmeddeMnr
authentication be put in place He felt that the Government should facilitate the

process of recognition in 3 sSmooth manner



Other issues

The following additional issues were flagged for further discussion.

Financial viability of reimbursement for admission of 25% quota undey
saction 12(1) (c).

Specal provision for children with disabiilies

Schools affiliated to Intemational Boards

Curriculum of schools in different States affiliated to the CBSE vis-&-vis
the provisions of section 29 of the RTE Act read with the definition of
appropriate Government in section 2(a) of the RTE Act.
mmmmmﬁwm:wmmw

‘such schools.



U

13

i<

15

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Shei Kapil Sibal. Minister of Human Resource Development.

Smt D Pumadeswarl, Minister of State for Human Resource Development.

Smit Anshis Vaish, Secretary, Department of School Education and Literacy,

Smit Anitn Kaul. Additional Secretary, Department of School Education and
Literacy.

Shri §.C. Khuntia. Joint Secretary . Department of School Education and Literacy.
Shri A.K. Singh, Joint Secretary , Department of School Education and Literacy.
Prof Krishan Kumar. Education Department. University of Dethi.

Ms. Amesta Mulla Wanal
Prncipal. Springdales School
M. Law Vastvanathan
Prmcipal. Modem Schoal

Fadmn Shri Sister M. Cyril Mooney'
Frmeipal. Loremo Day School Sealdah

Ms. Manju Bhart Ram
Charperson, The Shri Ram Schiool

Shn BS Yado
Dielhi Miblic School. Jodhpur

Froll Furgan Qumir
Vice Chancelior, Central University of Himoecha) Pradesh

D, Abusalel Shuriff
Ministry of Home Affairs, (Jovernment of India

Shn M.P. Vijay Kuitmsr
Former Project Director, SSA. Tamil Nach.

10



6.

17

I8

19.

3L

Shn Praveen Vasishe, .
Hend Musiter. The Lawrence School, Sanowar, Himachal Prsdesh

Ms, Shyama Chona
Former Principal, Defhi Public School, R K. Puram,

Frof. (Ms.) Anita Ramypul
Fuculty of Edscation, Universuy of Delhi

Dr Ravindranath G. Pardeshi
Principal, Fergusson College, Pune

Shri Rakesh Mohan
Principal Secretary, Department of Education

Ms Aare Kanwar, SPD, SSA
Govemnment of Gujarat

Shri C. Roul
Principal Secretury (School Education). Government of Punjab
Shr ALK Pandeyve Education Department.

Government of Bihar

Mz Chandans Khan
Principal Secreuary, Sciwol Education Departmetit. Govt of Andhm Pradesh,

Sher Partho Roy. Education Deperimem
Cmvernment of West Benpal

Shn Despaic Ra
Diepartment of School and Mass Education. Govy. of Orissa.

Shn Umesh Chandra
Departmem of Schoo! avd Mass Education. Govi of Orissa.

Shri James Verghese

Secretury, General Education Department, Government of Kemia,

Major General (Retd.) Kanwar Vijay Singh Lalotra
Principal. Mayo College. Rajasthan.

Mrs. Anuradha Joshi
Principal. Sardar Pate! Vidyalaya



3

k7 3

35

36

37.

3k

19

=0

4l

45

Mrs Baby Kalo
Principel. Cheniii

Shri R.S. Slrma
DAV Cullege Mamagement Committes

Shri Ashok Pradhan
Bharativa Vidya Bhavan,

Ms Joyr Sharma

Production and Industrial Engineering 11T Delhi
Dr. Kanchia [lliah

Osmania University, Hyderabad.

Shri Neil O"Brien

Chairman,
Council for the Indian School Certificate Examinations

Prof. Marmar Mukbopsdlvay
Farmer Direcier, NUFEPA

Shry S.8 _Minthas
Crury Horkrishan Public School Vasunt Vil

Dr Indu Khetmpal
Salwan Public School. Gurgnon

Mrs. Anite Makkar
DAN School. Gurgaon.

Ms Nins Sehgal
Retd Principal. Delhi Public Sehool. Noida

Mrs. Reetu Chatterjes
Principal and Admimstrator. Apeeiay School

Mz, BEema Dumel
St Paul's School, New Delhi.

Dr. Mohd. Maroof Khan
Dr. Zakir Hussain St. Sec. Sehool, Jafrabad

Me. Neers Mathur
Maharajn Sawsl Mansingh School, Jaipur,



4t

47

49,

51.

3

36,

5T

Dr. (Mrs. ) Indu Shahani
SherilY of Murmila,

Charrman. Modem School

Shii DK, Baksh
Apeejay Education Soctety

Mr. Peerpasha Husaini Ab, Razak Inamdar
wmmcmmmmm

Ms. Jyoti Sharma
SPIC MACAY

Sh Leih, Verghese
Centre for Civil Socieny

Sh. Shalender Sharma
Chief Consultant TSG. 854
Sh K. Gopalon

S¢. Conmuhmnt TS5C. S54

Sh J. Veern Rughuwan
Dwector, BV Bhawan Delhi

Sh. Prabodh Mahaan
Secv. DAY Eduention Trus

Sk R.D. Sahay
Director Higher Education
Sh M.A. Rajat, IAS
SPD, SSA. AP

Sh. Mohan hindco
Principal Ramjas School



il

2

7l

|

ol

Sh. Miamolur, EPS]
Sh. Tejooant. EPST
Sh. Iyati Gupta, EPS|

Sh. Goldy Malhotrs
Principal Modern School

Sh. T.K. Adhikari
Ju. Secy. School Edu Dept

Dr. Suparna S. Pachori, MHRD

NCERT

Prof Neerja Shukla.

NCERT

Sh D, Mukhenjes
Direztor, School Education Wesr Benga!

Sh. Asidullak
Chief Consuluant. TSG. 854

Sh. Ajey Kamur Singh
Chief Consulmne. TSG. 854

14



